
  

MEETING OF 

 THE DELAWARE AGRICULTURAL LANDS PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 

 

A meeting of the Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Foundation was held at the Delaware Department of 

Agriculture, 2320 S. DuPont Hwy., Dover, Delaware, July 16, 2014, with the following members in attendance: 

 

Robert F. Garey, Chairman  Lisa Embert representing Chip Flowers, Jr., State Treasurer 

William Vanderwende, Vice Chairman  Kevin Coyle representing Collin O’Mara, Secretary of DNREC 

William H. “Chip” Narvel, Jr., Secretary  Ed Kee, Secretary of Agriculture 

L. Allen Messick, Jr., Treasurer   Peter Martin 

Theodore P. Bobola, Jr.    Robert Emerson 

 

Absent:  Austin Short, Chief of Planning and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture 

  

The following staff members were in attendance: Scott Blaier, Howard Mesick, Milton Melendez, Kathi Spangler, and 

Cathy Mesick. 

 

Others in attendance:  F. Michael Parkowski, and Robert Wright (Gunnip & Company, Inc.). 

 

Chairman Garey opened the meeting at 8:27 a.m.  The Chairman was asked to allow Mr. Robert Wright to present the audit 

report as the first item on the agenda.  Hearing no objections, the audit report was heard as the first item. 

 

I. Audit Report 

 

Mr. Robert Wright presented the 2012 and 2013 audit report of the Foundation.  Mr. Wright stated that this was 

an unqualified opinion that is a clean opinion.  There were three findings that are recommendations for changes.  

The first, as FSF is on a cash basis and the audit is done on an accrual basis, it is recommended that all 

accounting be done on Quick Books on the accrual basis as well as FSF, and that these are fully reconciled.  The 

second was to have a third party compile the annual financial statements, or at least have a third party 

independently review the statements.  The third recommendation was that more verification of the Young 

Farmer requirements for the three years of farm experience and the maximum allowed net worth be required.  It 

was stated these recommendations have already been acted upon.  Discussion also occurred between the 

Chairman and Mike Parkowski concerning how the Young Farmer loans would be monitored. 

 

II. Current Situation Report: 

 

Scott Blaier informed the Board that we have a total of 1,230 farms in preservation districts totaling 167,328 

 acres, with a total of 796 farms under agricultural easements totaling 115,166 acres at a cost of $206,993,765.  For 

the Forestland Preservation Program there are 34 Forestland Preservation Areas comprising 2,582 acres.  For the 

Forestland Preservation Area Easements, there are a total of 9 properties, comprising 872 acres, with a value of 

$1,450,804.  There are 154 properties currently being appraised for PDR Round 19, and our appraiser has finished 

the Kent County appraisals and will be starting the Sussex County appraisals next week. 

 

III. Young Farmers Report 

 

Mr. Blaier informed the Board that two Young Farmers settlements have occurred since the last Foundation 

meeting and there are two still to settle - Riddle and Towle.  We usually receive one to two Young Farmer 

applications per month. 

 

The Board was asked if they wanted to have a round for Young Farmer loan applications this year with a total state 

funding allocation for Aglands preservation of $2 Million, (and $500,000 of that amount is used for administrative 

costs).  Secretary Kee told the Foundation Board that they could wait until next month to decide. 

 

Michael Parkowski, Secretary Kee and Chairman Gary discussed other opportunities for funding, including non-

government organizations. 

  

IV. Monitoring Report: 

 

Milton Melendez informed the Board that all 330 federal properties have been visited, and 247 non-federal 

properties out of a total of 727 have been visited.  Total properties visited are 577 out of a total of 1057. 
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V. District Final Approval: 

 

 1. Burton District, ID#S-14-04-276.   After discussion, Ed Kee moved to accept for final approval the 

 Burton District, seconded by Kevin Coyle.  Motion approved.  There was one nay vote from Robert 

 Emerson. 

 

VI; District Eligibility and Final Approval (Contingent Sale): 

 

 1. Trap Pond District, ID#S-14-06-277.  After discussion, William Vanderwende moved to approve for 

 eligibility and final approval, contingent upon sale, the Trap Pond District, seconded by Allen Messick.  

 Michael Parkowski noted that there is one parcel missing from the report, parcel 15-01.  Milton Melendez 

 stated that it does not change the total acreage, but the number of parcels is actually 6 not 5.  Mr. 

 Parkowski stated that it was more of a clerical correction.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

VI. Expansion Eligibility and Final Approval (Contingent Sale): 

 

 1. Salmons Farm Expansion of the Stayton’s District, ID#K-14-06-205T.  After discussion, Chip Narvel 

 moved to accept for eligibility/final approval, contingent upon sale, the Salmons Farm Expansion of the 

 Stayton’s District, seconded by Kevin Coyle.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

V. Expansion Eligibility and Final Approval: 

 

 1. Walls Expansion of the Stayton’s District, ID#K-13-10-205S.  After discussion, Chip Narvel moved to 

accept for eligibility/final approval the Walls Expansion of the Stayton’s District, seconded by Ed Kee.  

Motion unanimously approved. 

 

 2. Ockels Farm Expansion #1 of the Redden District, ID#S-14-04-172D.  After discussion, Allen Messick 

moved to accept for eligibility/final approval the Ockels Farm Expansion of the Redden District, seconded 

by Lisa Embert.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

VI. Secretary of Agriculture’s Veto: 

 

 The Secretary of Agriculture, Ed Kee, waived the right of veto for the above Districts and Expansions. 

 

VII. Public Comments: 

 

 No public comments were received. 

 

VIII. Minutes: 

 

Chairman Garey asked if there were any comments or changes to the June 18, 2014 minutes.  Hearing no changes, 

the Chairman asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  William Vanderwende moved to approve the June 

minutes, seconded by Chip Narvel.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

IX. Financial Highlights: 

 

Howard Mesick presented the Financial Statement for the month of June 30, 2014, informing the Foundation 

Board that we had, as of June 30, 2014, $53,146.01 in the Foundation’s interest bearing State of Delaware account.  

Interest income was $15.64, and license plates income was $455.00.  Roll back taxes anticipated from New Castle 

County are approximately $60,000.  No roll back taxes were received this fiscal year from Sussex County.  

Expenditures for the month of June totaled $36,423.75.  After discussion, Robert Emerson moved to accept the 

June financial statement as presented, seconded by Chip Narvel.  Motion unanimously approved.  
 

Mr. Emerson asked about the Sussex County roll back taxes.  Mr. Parkowski explained how roll back taxes differ 

from other types of property taxes and that there is no deadline on the payment of roll back taxes. 
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X. Executive Session: 

 

 It was indicated by Mr. Michael Parkowski that there was no need for an Executive Session.  

 

XI. Other Business: 
 

 Scott Blaier informed the Board that it did not look like it would be necessary to have an August Foundation 

meeting.  Mike Parkowski stated that there are no contingent sales anticipated for August and that anything that 

does come up could be done in September.  After discussion the Board agreed that it was not necessary to hold an 

August meeting; however, if something sufficiently important should arise an August meeting would be held. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

 

As there was no further business to come before the Foundation the meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.  The next 

meeting of the Foundation will be held on September 17, 2014 at the Delaware Department of Agriculture 

beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

          Robert F. Garey 

               Chairman 


